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And I am preft vnto it, therefore fpeake. 

Buff. In Belmont is a Lady richly left, 

An d fhe is faire, and fairer then that word, 

Ofwondrous vertues. Sometimes from her eyes 
I did receiue faire fpeechlefle meffages .• 

Her name is Portia ; nothing vndcr-Yalew’d 
T o (fatos daughter, Brutus Portia. 

Nor is the wide world ignorant ofber worth. 

For the foure winds blow in from euery coaft 
Renowned Tutors, and her funny Iockes 
Hang on her temples like a golden fleece, 
which makes her feat of Belmont , (folchos ftrond. 

And many lafons comes in queft ofher. 

0 my Anthonio , had I but the mcanes 
To hold a riuall place with one of them, 

1 haue a rninde prefage? me fuch thrift. 

That I fliould queftionleffe be fortunate. 

Ant .Thou knowft that all my fortunes are at fea, 

Neither haue I money, nor commodity. 

To raife a prefent furnme. Therefore go forth, 

Try what my credit can in Venice do, 

That fnall be rackt euen to the vttermoft. 

To furnifh thee to Belmont to faire Portia . 

Go prefently enquire,and fo will I 
where money is,and I no queftion make. 

To haue it of my truffor for my fake. Exeunt 

Enter Portia with her waiting Woman Nerrijfa. 

Portia. By my troth Nerrijfa , my little body is a wearie of 
this great world. 

Ner. You would be fweet Madam, ifyour miferies were in the 
fame abundance as your good fortunes are : and yet for oughtl 
fee, they are as fick that furfet with too much,as they that ftarue 
with nothing ; it is no meane happinefle therefore to be Tested 
inthemeane, fuperfluity comes fooner by white haires, but 
competency Hues longer. 


the e Vvl er chant of Venice. 

Portia.Good fcntenccs, and well pronounced. 

i\fcr.They would be better 5 if well followed* 

Per. If to do, were as eafie as to know what were good to 
do Chappels had beene Churches, and poore mens cottages. 
Princes Wallaces ; it is a good diuine that followes his owne m- 
ftruaions : I can cafier teach twenty what were good to bee 
done, then to be one of the twenty to follow mine owne tcacn- 
ine : thebraine may dcuifelawes for the blood, but a hot tem- 
per leapes ore a colde decree, fuch a harcis madnene the youtli, 
to skip ore the meflies of good counfell the cripple; but this 
reafoning is not in the fafhion to choole me a husband ; O me, 
the word choofe.I may neyther choofe who I would, nor refufe 
wholdiflike, fo is the will of a lining daughter curbdby the 
will of a dead father : is knot-hard Nerifa, thzt I cannot choofe 
one, nor refufe none. 

Ner. Your father was eucrvertuous, and holy men at their 
death haue good infpirations, therefore the lottry that he hath 
deuifed in thefe three chefts of gold, filuer,and leade, whereof 
who choofes his meaning choofes you,no doubt you wil neuer 
be chofen by any rightly, but one who {hall rightly loue .• But 
what warmth is there in your affc&ion towards any of thefe 
Priricelyfuters that are already come ? 

f or. I prethee ouer-name them, and as thou namefl: them, I 
will deferibe them, and according to my defeription, leuellat 
my affe&ion. 

AAr.Firft,there is the Neapolitane Prince. 

Por. I that’s a colt indeed, for hee doth nothing but talke of 
his horfe, and he makes it a great appropriation vnto his owne 
good parts,that he can fhoo himlelfe: l am much afeard my La- 
dy his Mother plaid falfe with a fmith. 

AAr.Then there is the County Palatine. 

Por. He doth nothing but frowne (as who fliould fay,ifyou 
will nothaue me, choofe ; be heares merry tales and fmiles not, , 
Ifeare he will prooue the weeping Philolopher whe he growes 
old,bcing fofull of vnmannerly fadnefle in his youth.) I had ra- 
ther be married to a deaths head with a bone in his mouth, then 

B. to . 
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